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(Cok Muhterem Hocam,

Mektubunuza bu defa da hemen cevap veremedigim i¢in 6ziir dilerim. Somestr arasinda insan
hakikaten ¢cok mahmul oluyor.

Size mektup yazmak i1¢in 6nce Dirziler hakkinda bir 1ki sey okumayi kararlastirmistim.
I[stanbul’da iken Amerika’dan gonderilmis bir mektubu gostermistiniz. Orada Bahaddin
Muktena adli bir zattan bahsediliyordu. Siz de onu tanimadiginmizi séylemis ve bana da
sormustunuz. Aklim o zaman cevaplandiramadigim bu mesele 1le mesguldii. Size bu hususta
dogru malumat vermek arzusunda 1dim.

Bir 1ki giin 6nce bizim Seminer Kitapliginda su kiiciik tetkik ele gecti ve okudum.

Philip K. Hitt1, The Onigins of the Druze People and Religion with extracts from their Sacred
Wiritings,

Colombia University Oriental Studies Vol. XXVIII. Colombia University Press, New York
1928.

Kitap miiellifin Dirziler hakkinda ¢ok zengin bir bibliyogratyay: ihtiva eden bir etiidiinii (1-
54) ve Diirzilere ait 6 dini metnin Ingilizce terciimesini ihtiva ediyor (57-74). Sonunda da
indeks ve harita var. Etiidiin en miihim kisimlar zannedersem sunlar:

1-Diirzilerin menge1 hakkinda: Racialliy the Druze People Were a mixture of Persians, Iragis
and Persianized Arabs, and were thereby admirably fitted fov the reception of the Druze
dogmas and tevets of belief. (23. Sayfa)

2-Bahaddin Muktena Hakkinda: “... al-Muqtena Baha’-al-Din, the right hand of Hamzah
inthe propagation of the cult. (s. 11)”

“This 1s especially true in view of the fact that vrith the death of Baha’-al-Din in 1031 A. D.”
The door of the Unitarian religion was closed”. (s. 11)

(....), and thar bya process of emanation from himself, was the “Universal Mind”, Hamzah
himself, the real founder of the Druze religion and i1ts supreme pontiff whothus becomes the
ruler of the umiverse. Even on the day of judgment the promotes and demotes whomssever he
Pleases, a sort of proxy or demiurge fort he divine Hakim. In the meantime an “Opposer”
(Dudd) 1s created bs the same process of emanation. A kind of antagonist to the “Universal
Mind”, whose object 1t 1s to mullify the work of the Mind. This makes 1t mecessary for god to
create, by emanation from the “Universam Mind”, a second minister-the “Universal Soul”.
This “Universal Soul” 1s 1n the position of a wife to the “Universam Mind”, and from 1t
emanates the “Word”. By similar processes the “Rigth Wing” ov “Precedent” and the “Left
Wing” ov “Follover” are brougth into epistence, the “Left Wing” being mone other tpan al-
Mugqtana Baha’-al Din, the fifth and bast supreme minister who stands at the head ol a loruer
hierarchy (there Wwas a hierarchy of missionaries graded imto Da‘1, Ma’ dhiin, and Mukasir)
and whose multitudinous triatises and epistles, together (salnife 35) weth thore of Hamzah,
from the Druze sacred literatiire. This Baha’-al-Din may have been of Christian origin as his
writings reveal unusual familiarity with, the New Testamend and Christian liturgy. (Sayfa 34-
35).

3-Etiidin Kaynaklann Hakkinda: Thes present study 1s based on twenty or more original
manusoripts, mang of which are in the Robert garret collection at Princeton University.
4-Bahaddin Muktana ayrica (el-ciiz’ii’l-evvel) adli Diirz1 dinine ait mukaddes bir kitabin da
miuellifidir. Bu yazma da Robert Garrer koleksiyonu arasinda olup Hitti’nin kitabinda 1lk
sayfasinin fotografi var.

5-Etiidde Diirzi dini de uzun uzun anlatilmakta, Islam Ansiklopedisinde C. De Vaux’un
makalesindeki hatalardan bahsetmekte, Dirzilere ait bazi mektuplarin (epistles) Bahaddin




