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Dear Profossor e'dtUilgin,

I understand from thc editors of the flneyclopedia of lElan that
I arn tr: write on thc'rroligion and oarly hlstoryrl of the Druzos,
whilc you aro to cover tho rr0ttoman periodrt, Stne timo ago I wroto
to tho oditors asking them to clarify tirc cxact division of labor
they envisaged at certain pointsr end they suggostod that I wrj.te
you diroctly and thet r*e agreo batwecn oursolvos* I am sorry to
bo Eo slow in writing this lettorj but I hope you will find ny
prosont sueeostion6 appropriato s,nd foasiblo*

?hough it is you that will'covor thc frOttoman periodn, I am
assr.rming that rlroliglonrll €voh ln thc Ottoman poriod, is in ny
provlnce" 0n tho other handp r'an hoping you wlLL tako up alr the
othsr aspects of Druzo lifo in thc Ottonan peri-od which wore covcrod.
in the origj-nal E.r. article*for instanco, folkways, espoclarly
drssei and tho bibliography of travollersr narrativoso Theec aro
not properly religion, thoy do fall in tho Ottoms.n period, and
(above all) I daro say you know moro about thon than I do.

1tlhilc r am eovoring ilre1lgionil und.cr the ottoman$, r wonder if
you could oxtand your traatmcnt of llhistorya sqncnhat oarlior? Horc
r am more hosits.nt in rny suggestion, buti in thinking of whoro rlearLy
historytr ought to ondl j.t seemod to make sonso. rn-tho articlo in
the Is1inil Anslklopodieir Xou stert only with thc ninoteenth centuryi
you will in any case ha"vo to start ruch carl.iorr and it occurred to
ne that if you coverod all tho n*tcrial in I4r. Tckin$hdtr uDiirztlerln
tarihin soctionl :.ncldaGg- the first four paragraphs, {his woul,t
probably not moan mueh cxtra afforts and would probhbly naake for a
mor€ continuous and consj.stont handLing of the historieal uratcrial*
I r*ould etop, thcnr at the end of tho first Eeneration--wlth thc
retiromont of Bahir*al-dtn Muqt,ani. rt is, iftar all, tho history of
this firet goneration only tbat gpes rreLl sith the nora roligious
sidoi agaln, r-daro €ay, you would do a bcttcr job than I on the history
betwoen Muqtani a.nd tha Ottourane.

I hopo you will agroc to ttiis intcrpretation of our assignnents,
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