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Mehlffiet Fuat Ktiprrfl&E€i
Mehrnet Fuat Kdpriilti (December 5, r8go - June zB, 1956), alsc known as

Kdpriiltizade Mehmed Fuad, w'as a highly influential Turkish Turgglogist,

sch-gJa.r, Mi.nister of Foreign Affairp an<i Deputy Prim-e.!,finister of the f.epulllg
of-.Tp1key. A Cescendent of the ilhistrior.is nobie Kdpriilii farnily, rvhose

iafluerice in shaping Ottoman history beh",'een 1656 anri 1683 surpassed even

that of the House of Osman, Fuat Koprtilii rvas a ke-v figure in the intersection

of schoiarship and poiitics in early zoth century Turkej.. As a historian and

pui:lic intellectual, his books, articlers, essav$ lnd poerns forged a "canon of
Turkish culture and national identity" that prolided the nervly icrrned Republir:

of Turkey'rvith scholarly sourr:es cf 'Iurkishness.lll
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!n offlce
22 May 1950 * 15 April 1955

Preeeded by Necmettin Saciak

Succeeded by Adnan Menderes .-

ln offlce
I Decernuer i955 - 20 June rg56

Preceded by r\dnan Menderes

Suceeeded by Fatin fiugtu Zorlu

Turkish Deputy Prir*e Minister

ln offlee
29 Juiy 1955 -- I Deeember i 955

Freceded by Fatin Ruqtu Zorlu

Succeeded by Ahnnet Tevfik ileri

Personal details

Born December 4. r Bg0

Constantinopie,

Ottornan Ernpire

Died June 28, 1966
l^^.
lased 75)

lstanbul, Turkey
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ShEldhosd and Educstlon
: " ; Fuat Kopriilii was born tr the *it"y of Constalt-inople in iligt-r as Kopriiliizacle

^Ntrehmed tr'uad. IIis paternal grandla.ther, Ahmct Ziya licy, r,vas the fonner

t . ambassador to Rucharest, anri .{hmet Ziya l\ey 1{as soil of t}re for:rner: head of

Bey. Koprtiliizade Arif Bey descended frorn the Kdi;i.iiliis of the rTth century, an

exceptional rlynasty of G_1and Vifel"s whcse refornis and coircluests delayed the
collapse of the Ottoinan Enipire. Fuat Kopr"lilii was. namecl atter ttre first Grandt

l
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Vizier qf the Kopriihi Era, Kopnilii Mehmed Pasha.
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Fuat Kdpriilii received his formal education at $USSgfug" Rusdiyesi and Mercan ldadisi, both formed by Ottoman
authorities to modernize and refori:i the Ottoman education system. In r9o5, wl-lile a student at LXercrut /dcrdisi and only
15 years old, the magazine fuIusauuer Terctkki pubiished three pcirrns by Fuat Koprtiiii. By the time he entered tire Ista-nbul

p_nf-v_g5sity Sc.hgof .9i l,at, at tlie age of u, Fuat Kopriilii already haci an excel]ent command of [.'1ep"ch, Persiq-n and Arabic.

His first book. I{ayat-i F-tkrigye (T'he Intel}ettual Life), rvas pulllis}red -,a,hen ire ro*a.s 19 years olcj" After three years of sturi',,.

Fuat Koprtilii abandoned the Scliootr r.rf Lar,v because of the poor qualiry* of instru*tion, saying that diploma 'aras "not rvortii

the loss of tirne it u'ouid cntail."[2]
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The lWaking of a ftationaiEst lrnteilectua!

Fronr rgro to 1glg, Fuat K*prtilii tarrghl Turkish language anri iiiel'ature at r,arious

high schools in Isttinbul, inciriding the prestigic;,rs Gaiatasalall High Schcol. Fuat

Kdpriilii initially opposed the )iterary molrement knc.,r,n &s l\-L:ri. Language, which

sought to simplify the 'filri<ish ianguage, and u,rote articies for tire Seruet^i Furtun

magazine using a iiterar-r, style comprehensible only to tire most iearned of Ottoman

intellectuals. Fuat Kripriilii changed his writing style and politics iiuring the Balkan

Wars. On February 6, rgr3, the r-la1.after the Buigarian arm3r attacketl the Ottoman

iines in the outskirts o{ Istanbui, ?ir;"k Yurdu magazine, a bastion of simplified

Turkish prose and Tulki-sh natic'r1alism, puhlished the first of nr.any popular and

patriotic essays b.v the z3-year-oirl Fuat Koprtilii: "Umit l,e Azirn" (Hope anci

Determination), "I{icret Mateinleri" {Mourning Migration), "Tilrk'uir Duasi" (A
Turk's Prayer), and "l'urkluk, Islamlik, Csmenlilik" (Turkisirness, Islamness,

Ottomanness).1s1

A* imaq* *f fu$*hrnet F*at
Kopiuiu ir: his **riy days

!

Ioward tlie enri of rgr3, l,uat Ktipriilii pr:iriished his scrninal and wirlel"v lauderi academic articie, "Turk Edebiyati
Taritrinde Usul" (The Method iir Trirkish l,iterilry l"listory), in friir;ildec tnuasi.lle argued tirat iiistorians shouid" nct r-rni1,

researcli kirrgs, v-iziers, conrmanders and schol;lrs, bni ordinary peopie as r,r'ell. Itiat Kiipriilii believed that in ad<iition to
public and official records, historians shouid alsa stu<iy ert, art:heology, lite;:ature, language, foliilore and oral traditicnS.
l{is plea for histoiians to study social }ristcir.r.'liAS so uniquc ai:d ahcad. of its time that the furna}es Sctrool in France,

famous for embracing a simiiar approach iii the journal liftftales ci'histaire eccnomklue et sociale, ciid not elnerge iintii '
1929, a full t6 years after the pubiicati*n of "Turk Edei,ril,ati larilrinde llsul". One month after the pul:Iication of ihe
article, Fuat itopriilti rvas apprxntecl Frafesr;ol'of the History of i'urkish Literature at lstiinbul rJnir..ersig,. Ide was onl1,:3
years oid.[+]

I.-uat Kopnilii continued his schcilarly research anrl academic i:i"rblieations through the years, eventually cuirnirrating in his
magnlun cpus, ?urk Edebiyotfnci * llk l\,lutasauuiJlttr {irirst h{ystics in ?'ur.Lish tr iteraiure), in rclr8, a book that focused on
two Turkish mystics anil fclk poets, Ahmet Yesevi andr Yunus }imre. His ?urk Edebiyati 'l'arihi (F{iston' of Turkish
Literature), published in rgao, r,vas ancther seminal bcrik tirat traceri the historv cf Turkish iiterature tirrcugh millennia.
In rgz3, at the age of 33, Fuat Kopriiiti was appointeii Dran of lhe F'acuity of Literature at Istanbui Uriiversity. In a shorr
i:ook entitledTzn'kitSe'l'arihi (Ihe l{istoiy ol Turtrieyj pui:lis}red. that same 1'ear, he revierved the iristcrr,of Turks from
ancient Central A,qix to tJre modern Ottoman Ernpire, continuing the approach he pioneered in his study of liirkish
liierature.Isj

Helation*hlB with ffiustafa KerxeE &taturk

1



d

li

t
fl
*
ffi

H

f,.

a

I

,

On Decemhei: 6, rgz3, President h{ustafa Keraal Atatiirk srnt a harirlrvritien ietter to }'uat Kopnilti to congratr;iele him on

the publication of ?'t;'kiyeTcrihi, v,r'iting: "?he r,iorlis con.iing from.v<.rui'researcll wili i:e arilong the inost valuable of
contributions tortard the nation and the ltcpublic. To;3eiher r.''.ith ihr:se rvho are thirstv for an abundance of kncrvledgc, i
will be hoping for further publications, sir."[6i Shortly after receiving the lctter cf cclgratulations, Fuat KopriJi[ n'as

appointed LlnCersecretary to the Ministelr of Education at the request of President Atatiirk iind remailed in this post for

eight months. In addition, FuaI Kdprii]ii r.vas appcinted the l)irector of tire Trucoiogy Institute, estab]ished on tire orJers of

Fresident Atatiirk, arrd began i;ublishing Turkiyut 1'lecrruasi ('i'lie lurcology Journai).i7j

internatEoma; ffi &cssnitis$"!

F'uat }"opi'iilii lvon *utnerous interuationai aci:olades i'or his rcir,;iar:;hip as r.r-,--ii, 'l'he

$r:viet Acade;ny of liciences g,rilnteii hirn s e.)i'r{rspoildiirg u:ei:ri:r:rship in r9:5. '}'hr:

University r:f l{eiilelherg horrored irim witii e.n honorary degree in tgs't" Tlie Universitf ui

Atirens a;rd the Univer-qii,- of I'aris (Sorbonnej granied hir* honorary rioctcrates in 19;37

and 1939, respectivell,. trn fact, most Europeiiil Crie ttui societies made hirn a

carresponding or honorary member, as di<l the American Orier:tal Socieg'in lq4z.[e1

v
i

j
. In 1993, F'uat Kopriiiii bec:lme a professor ordinarius, a titie l1cr:oting a professor of the

higherst rank in ftrkey. In 1935. he cli:iivered a series oi' influeniial iectures at the

Unir,'ei'sity of Paris {sorbonne) on the crigins of tire Ottor:ran Elipire. Fuat Koprrilii
argued that ethnic Turks tbrmed ttre Ottoman Empire usiiig Seljuk and Iihanid

administrative traditions, and he di-sclr:diieri the prei.aiiing, vie"w a-inci:g lVestern scholars

that the Ottoman Ernpire was formed by a race of predominirntiv Greek and Slavic

converts to lslam.

An*th*r im*ge *f
fl,rl*hm*t i:uat Kcpriii* ir":

th* 18*0*

I
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l-at*r Fo[Eti*aE uEfe

irt rg.'i5, at tirc rr:ilueot of Pr*sirient Atlrtiii'k, hirit liiiirriii;j ji:ined the ii;ule party I'cp,irrir in ihe Tiirkisli Parlia;nect as a

: ' Kars riei:u4'', and v;;is rier:t*d agaix in :9gg arici ig45. lfl i!;i.[, &$ calis to eslal-rlis]r ;l *:ultiparlj rtretri*ci'tr:y incrc*seC aiicr

,. Wr:rici Vv'ar II, iruat Kiipriilii joined the *ppasition anri .,vas disulissed {r"arn the miing parr-v- ulong ivitli Adn;l;r Menderes

arrcl Refik Koraltan. In t916, MenCeic;, Kr;raitaii and Kopriilii, tr;gethei"with Celal Bayar, for:ned the llemocyatic Part5z.

Fuat Kopriilti became tire L{inister of iior*ign Affairs r.uhen th* Deniocratic Piii:ly caine to iior,r,cr in tirc r95c elections, *nd
ire served in this perst until r95b. Iruat Koprtilii also i;riefiy sen.ed as Deputy Pri;nc h{inisler: in :q55. Cn September {r.

1957, F$at ts'opriilii i:esigireci fiuln tire Democretic P;lrt5z 3l"gy iiisagreeing yrith the a,"rthorilarjan tendencies displaycel hy

ths pafty leaclership.

**atfi
lt'uat Kiipiri.ilii died oir June 28, 196{r.

&Vmrks

st the Linir;ersiry,of Captrri-dge" I-lis rvorks inciride tlie lbilovdui;:

' Y'eni Osr:ianlr Tarih-i Edebiyatr (i916)
o 'iurk 

UC*biya:rnda iik Mr"rtelavrrrilar iisrgi
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" Nasrettin Hoca (191 B)

. TUrk Edebiyatr'Tarihi (1920)
n T[:rkiye Tarihi (1923)
, Bugunkir Edebiyat (1924)
. Azeri Edebiyatina Ait Tetkikler (1926)
. Ililii Edebiyat Cereyanrrin itt fvtUneggirleri ve Divan-rTurk-i Basit (1928)
. Turk Saz $airleri Antolojisi (1930*1940, tq cilt)
, Turk Dili ve Edebiyatr Hakitinda Aragtrrmalar (1934)
. Anadolu'da Turk Diiive Edebiyatr'nrn Tekamlrlune Bir Bakrq (i934)

" Osmanlr Devleti'nin Kuruluqu (1959)
o Edebiyat Aragtrrmalan Kullivatr (1966)

" islam ve T0rk Hukuk TarihiA,ragtrrrnalarr ve Vakrf Muessesesi (i9S3)

TranrsEatEcns

' T0rk Edebiyatrnda ilk l'.Xutasavviflar was translatec :ilio English as in Turkish
?ici= l'6lWkC

ary ser

ees
1. #e*aren, Alpns*m. Fuat $oprL:tu:Thc l-'{i*t*riern *nd hfr*d*rn i\*ti*n*l tdentity in t*t* *ti*inan nnd [*rly Ft*pubii*xn

Tqrk*y, 1S0$-1$t4. hJashvili*: \la*derb!lt tJr:iver*ity, r:npi;hlished t!:esis, tu4ay p*fid..

ft" Bn*ar&n, Alpasxnr Filat K*prxiu: Th* f.tistmrifi* &nc l'.ri*dcr* hSati*r":ni ldentrty ir: Lat* *tt*mair *r"rcl ilarly fi*pxbli*nn i

. Turk*y, 't$*S-1824. f*ashvili*: !'*r:**rhilt {Jniversity, unpu*lish*d th*sis, l-day ***4.: "' "

;, S" *nssrm*, Aipasan" Fuai K*p*;ill: 'Th* F-ti*hri*i"r *R* ild':d*rn &l*tir:n*t l***tittrr ifi Lmte? Sti**:an **d HarlU $t*pu*lli**n
Yurk*y, 1S*S"1St"{^ N*l*hvilis; Vmnr}*rbilr Liniv*r*ity, ui"rpuh}ich*d th*sis, $;}*y f*$d.

4. S;-rs&f&n, Aipase*. ilr-uat K*pri-r!*:"Iire $"4ist*rian anrl &,{*d*rr: til*tio*ix} lct*ntiiy i* L*ts S$*rxai: ar:c} fiariy ffi*puhli**x
Turkcy, 1$*S-lSt4. irl*shviii*: t'snii*i'bilt U*iv*rsity, u*pi.rhli*tr*d the*im, L$ay t*0a.

5. il*sera*, ,{lpasan" $uai Nr:g:ruiu:T*E* l-iist*rim*r xr:* fr4**+rr: l{xtl*r:ai ide*tity in l_at* iltt*nisrr fi*d farltrr H*publi*r:r
Turk*y, 1$*S-1*t.i. Nxnhviils: V*r:**rbilt Llriirrsr*ity. unpubli*h*d ii"iesin, Xday **S4.

S. Tre*si*t*d hy Sns*ran, Alpaeix*. Fu*t K*prulL;: Th* i"4i*torian an<i h,4*ti+rn l{ati*nai ld*r"rtity in Laie *ttornn* sild Sxi"ly
' ft*pr;blicar: Turk*y, iSSS-1$X4. hJashviil*: Varicjerhilt iJ5ir.rsrgxt!, r.rnpubirstred th*sis, il,{ay ***.4. *riginnl t*xt fr*n

i{*Bruluxad* Meh*":*ej F,"rad, "ffiir l-.ietir*.," {& kl*rn*ryl ffi*l!*ten, rr*1. S, l'.i*. 10 (Ap*} 1, 'i*3$}, 1;?.
?, Sss&ran, Alpasan. Fuat K*prulu:Th* !4ist*risn **d iV!*ij*r* f"jntinna| ldentity ii"l l-at* $fi*rns* s*ei E*ri1r ftapu*tirxrt

Turkey, 190$-i$?4. I,lashiiiil*: Va*eierfuilt L"J*lv*r'siiy, r:xpubli*hed th*sis, &day *#04.

, 8. **$aran, &!pesan" Fuat i{*prxh"l: Th* i-iistrrian anri L4*rJ*rn frlati*n*i ld*ntity iri LRt* Stt*rn*n ar:* fiarly ffi*puhlic*n
Turkey, 1$$S-1$f4. lrleshvill*: \,'and*rhi{t Univ*v*1ty, L*npubiishe$ th**is, t".lay t$*d.

. Biyografi.info - of Mehrnet rafi.info/kisilmeh (in Turkish)'

. Who is who - Biographrl of lt{*hmet Fuat Kopr1l# {httr: :/lwvr w. k i m k i md i r. fi e n. tn'k i m k i m d i r. p h p ? i d =528 ) (in Turkish) , '
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