Essential Principles of Socialism, Fascism, and
Democracy

By Avexaxper Kriserics

HE development of socialism and

fascism into concrete forms of
government means the decline of de-
moecracy. Accordingly, the growth of
state control and the trend away from
the system of private ownership to-
wards a system of public ownership,
the consequences of which are tanta-
mount to an upheaval in world poli-
ties, constitute the most acute problem
of today.

When the governing body of the
American Academy of Political and
Social Science chose the problem of
Socialism, Faseism, and Democracy as
a general topic for its Thirty-ninth An-
nual Meeting it fulfilled a noble duty,
inasmuch as all mental forces must be
centered on the solution of the fore-
most problem of our era as long as the
possibilities of such a solution are not
satisfactorily elucidated.

Tne Peax or Homan Conrtore

Democracy is a stage in the eultural
evolution of mankind. Socialism and
fascism, though they also are stages
of cultural evolution and serve as
correctives of democracy, are but the
eonsequences of democracy’s decline.
Only on the foundation of demo-
eratic principles was human culture
able to scale its present lofty heights,
from which it may proudly gaze into
the twirling maelstrom of struggling
convulsive forces. In fact, mankind
reaches the peak of its culture when
the principle of a man's value in it-
#elf becomes recognized, when the ne-
cessity of human activity's continual
manifestation becomes universally ac-

cepted, and when the reasonableness of
things becomes a starting point.

Man’s value in itself means the ac-
knowledgment of the fact that man is
not an aceidental—and therefore not
a superfluous—part of Nature, but an
independent divine factor, as stated in
the Jewish prophecy where it is laid
down that man is the ally and col-
lahorator of God, and hesides Him, the
only important factor in the universe.

The continual manifestation of hu-
man activity means nol only the ac-
knowledgment of man's free will, but
also the assured possibility of express-
ing the latter. To transform every-
thing which Nature offers him accord-
ing to his will and in conformity with
his objective iz the vocation of man;
in other words, when rising ahove
Nature, he must not only subjugate
Nature, but conquer his own instinets
first.

Man is not born for inactivity, but
to show the world his ability and his
importance, Therefore he must be-
lieve in the reasonableness of reality
and in the rationality of the universe.
Om the cultural stage of democracy we
rely upon this principle because that
alone ean enable us to continue our
creative activity.

Unhappily we have at present
reached the turming point at which
collective life is gradually obliterating
in us the sense of independence, when
we see mediocrity asserting itself in
every respect. Tt iz painful to us to
see that those who have the apportu-
nity to be leaders are unwilling to be
strong individualities, and to see our-
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